Users Served:   Persons with diabetes, physicians, dieticians, diabetes educators.

The Organization: The American Diabetes Association (ADA) Inc. is a national membership
organization for professionals and lay persons, with 58 affiliates (state and large city) and
750 local chapters. The twofold mission of ADA is to promote the search for a preventive
or cure for diabetes and to improve the well-being of all people with diabetes and their
families. Through its extensive research program, which supplements the Established
Research Investigators Program of the National Institutes of Health (NTH), ADA attracts
scientists starting careers in diabetes research and provides researchers an opportunity to
develop new and innovative ideas essential in procuring long-term support from NIH.

Information: ADA conducts professional seminars, scientific meetings and postgraduate
courses for physicians and other health professionals. It publishes a monthly research
journal for researchers, and a bimonthly clinical care journal and newsletter for the
clinician. For persons with diabetes, it publishes a variety of pamphlets, books and
cookbooks. The bimonthly magazine and quarterly newsletter include articles on recent
research, nutrition information, recipes and hints for living with diabetes. Affiliates and
chapters sponsor monthly educational meetings, in-hospital orientation, weekend retreats,
and a summer camping program for children. They also serve as a referral source to
appropriate direct care agencies. ADA offers a free information package for persons with
diabetes; there is a charge for periodicals.

American Foundation for the Blind (AFB)
15 West 16th Street
New York, MY   10011
(212) 620-2000

Handicapping Conditions Served:   Blindness, visual impairments, and deaf-blindness.

Users Served: Disabled persons and their families, professionals, local agencies and
organizations, general public.

The Organization: The American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) was established in 1921 to
help the blind and visually impaired acquire improved rehabilitation services and
educational and employment opportunities, and to aid those persons in daily living
activities. Through its national, regional, and legislative offices, AF'B provides legislative
consultation to government agencies, and advisory services to local agencies and schools
involved in direct services, AFB conducts national and local surveys on psychosocial needs
of the blind, and technological research leading to the design of a variety of devices which
help the blind person to lead an independent life. The Foundation manufactures (or adapts)
and sells more than 400 such devices, including braille watches, measuring instruments, shop
tools, and braille games for adults and children. AFB records and manufactures about 500
talking books per year for the Library of Congress, National Library Service for the Blind
and Physically Handicapped (see separate entry).

AFB's six regional offices provide a link between consumers,and providers of services,
They are located in Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, New York, San Francisco and Washington, DC,

Information Services: AFB publishes a variety of general interest pamphlets and films about
blindness, deaf-blindness, visual impairments, eye disorders, braille, assisting the blind,
activities of daily living, travel, rehabilitation, education, devices, dog guides, aging,
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